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PM Modi given NE an opportunity to expand its economic boundary in view of Act East 
Policy: Sonowal  

Dispur, July 30: Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal said that through Act East Policy 

Prime Minister of India Narendra Modi has given an opportunity to expand the periphery of 

the North Eastern region of the country. Making it (Act East Policy) an advantage North East 

India has to be made accessible to South East Asia  and the neighbouring BBIN bloc 

countries and vice versa. 

Speaking at a programme titled ‘Acting on Act East’ at the conference hall of 

Assam Legislative Assembly here today, Chief Minister Sonowal said that Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi in a bid to make North East stronger has enunciated Act East 

policy. To make a full utilisation of the policy, government of Assam has opened Act 

East Affairs Department to set the modus operandi of capitalising the market of 80 crore 

population of ASEAN, BBIN and North East region together. Referring to Advantage 

Assam: Global Investors Summit held at February in 2018, Chief Minister Sonowal said 

that representatives form 22 foreign countries took part in the summit which witnessed 

signing of 240 MoUs involving a proposed financial outlay of Rs. 79 thousand crore. 

Within one year of the summit an investment to the tune of Rs. 50 thousand crore have 

been made in the state in different sectors. He also said that to facilitate people to 

people contact along with other exchange programmes, efforts are on to set up 

Consulate offices in Guwahati and communication is going on with the leaders of the 

ASEAN and BBN countries in this aspect. Stating that Act East Policy has expanded the 

economic territory of Assam and other North Eastern states, Sonowal said that all the 

126 MLAs of the state should make a concerted effort to make Act East Policy a 

success. He also said that in the aftermath of the Act East Policy, the agricultural 

produce of Assam is being exported to London, Abu Dhabi, Hongkong, Singapore etc 

through cargo flights from LGBI Airport in Guwahati. 

Speaking on the occasion, Speaker of Assam Legislative Assembly Hitendra 

Nath Goswami said that because of the programme on Act East Policy,  MLAs both 



from the treasury bench as well opposition have got the opportunity to share their 

wisdom of Act East Policy with others which would augur well for the development of 

North East. 

While speaking on the occasion Industries and Commerce Minister Chandra 

Mohan Patowary said that with the Act East Policy Assam and North East has got the 

opportunity to transform themselves into potential economic corridor. 

Leader of the opposition of the Congress in the Assembly Debabrata Saikia, 

MLAs and students and teachers from some educational institutions were present during 

the programme. 
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